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Congratulates Afghans on New Constitution 



Today President Hamid 
Karzai signs a new 
constitution for the 
Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan The 

enactment of the 
constitution is a turning 
point for the Afghan 
nation. The rule of law is 
a fundamental element in 
the formula of all 
successful countries. 
Today, Afghans are 
making a major step 
toward joining the ranks 
of those countries. 

The impressive 
work of the Consitutional 
j Loya Jirga delegates, as 
well as the people whom 


they represent, becomes 
the highest law of the 
state It is a testament to 
the work of the loya jirga 
and the government that 
this law provides for 
democracy and equal 
rights for men, women, 
and people of all 
ethnicities. We are 
witness to a major 
milestone in putting 
behind the era of the rule 
of the gun in 
Afghanistan. 

The United States 
will stand with the people 
of Afghanistan as they 
transform the words of 
the constitution into real 


political institutions and 
the rights embodied in 
this document into the 
basic political realities of 
Afghan life. We will be 
with you as we all turn to 
the challenges of 
registering the electorate 
for the upcoming 
presidential and 

parliamentary elections 
Today is another sign 
that it will be the Afghan 
people who will take 
charge of their own 
future and rebuild their 
nation and society 
The United States is 
honored to pay witness to 
this great Afghan 
accomplishment and will 
stay with you through 
your upcoming 

challenges in building 
your new democracy. I 
convey to you again my 
pledge of support, along 
with the best wishes of 
the President and the 
people of the United 
States of America 


Kanai Signs Afghan Constitute 


US to Review Pre-War Intelligence, 


Jan 27-The United States 
is to review the intelligence 
it used to justify the war in 
Iraq, the White House has 
said. 

But spokesman Scott 
McClellan told reporters the 
US Government stood by 
its decision to topple 
Saddam Hussein. . 

The chief US weapons 
inspector. David Kay, 
resigned last week saying it 
appeared there were no 
illegal stockpiles of 
weapons in Iraq. 

Meanwhile, British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair is 
preparing for a crucial 
report involving the case he 
made for war. 

White House spokesman 
Scott McClellan said the 
decision to review pre-war 
intelligence was so that it 
could be compared with 
what is currently being 
found in Iraq. 

"We want to compare the 
intelligence before the war 
with what the Iraq Survey 
Group leams on the ground. 
Their mission is ongoing, 
their work is ongoing." he 
said. 

Former head of the Iraq 
Survey' Group. David Kay, 


resigned on Friday saying 
he did not believe Iraq 
possessed large chemical or 
biological stockpiles. 

"I think we have found- 
probably 85% of what we're 
going to find." he said. 

Mr Kav also questioned the 
abilities of the intelligence 
services and said the CIA 
owed the president an 
explanation for warnings 
about the threat Iraq posed. 

Mr McClellan refused to be 
drawn on whether the Bush 
administration still believed 
weapons would be found - 
as it has previously 
asserted 

"We believe it's important 
for the Iraq Survey Group 
to complete its work so we 
have as complete a picture 
as possible... It will help us 
learn the truth." he said. 

But he did reaffirm the 
White House's position on 
going to war in the first 
place. 

"Saddam Hussein was a 
dangerous and gathering 
threat and the president 
made the right decision to 
remove him from power," 
he said. 

Upon resigning. Mr Kay 
told Reuters news agency 


he did not believe there had 
been large-scale production 
of chemical or biological 
weapons in Iraq since the 
end of the first Gulf War in 
1991. 

"I don't think they existed." 

Mr Kay said 

"What everyone was 
talking about is stockpiles 
produced after the end of 
the last Gulf War and I 
don't think there was a 
large-scale production 
programme in the 90s." 

Mr Kay's comments have 
been picked up by US 
Democrats, who hav e 
attacked President Bush 
over the intelligence used in 
the run-up to war. 

Leading Democrat Tom 
Daschle called for a full 
review of the US 
government's actions 

leading up to the war 

Democrat presidential 
hopeful John Kerry accused 
the White House of 
misleading the American 
people about the true status 
of Iraq's weapons 
Meanwhile, in Britain. 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
is facing one of the toughest 
weeks of his career as he 
awaits the release of the . 
Hutton Inquiry report on | 
Wednesday. 



Jan 27--BBC - The 

President of 

Afghanistan's transitional 
government, Hamid 
Karzai, has signed the 
country's new 

constitution at a 
ceremony in Kabul. The 
document was agreed 
earlier this month at a 
grand assembly, or loya 
jirga, of regional 
representatives. It is 
intended to pave the way 
for elections later this 
year 

However, doubts remain 
about the chances of 
holding those polls 
because of continuing 
insecurity in large parts 
of Afghanistan. 

Mr Karzai signed the 
document in a ceremony 


at the foreign ministry in 
Kabul in front of 
ministers, ambassadors 
and military officers. 

It is Afghanistan's first 
constitution since the 
collapse of the Taleban 
regime just over two 
years ago, but the eighth 
in its history. 

The first was introduced ' 
by a king, the sixth by a 
communist. 

This latest constitution is 
a joint effort, drafted by 
an Afghan Government 
commission working 
with the United Nations 
and US officials. 

It envisages a strong 
presidency and enshrines 


equal rights for men and 
women. 

It describes Islam as the 
country's sacred religion 
but guarantees protection 
for other faiths. 

But the 12 chapters in 
161 articles were actually 
adopted three weeks ago 
after long and fractious 
debate at the 
constitutional loya jirga 

This delay has led some 
Afghans to ask if late 
changes were being 

made 

Government officials, 
though, dismissed such 
rumours, saying they 
have needed the time to 
ensure various language 
versions of the 

constitution match up 
The signing ceremony 
took place against a 
background of continuing 
security concerns which 
threaten to undermine the 
next ‘ stage of 

Afghanistan's transitional 
process, the registration 
of millions of voters for 
elections planned for this 
summer. 


General Vows to Catch Bin Laden 


Jan 26--The American 
commander of coalition 
forces in Afghanistan 
says he expects to bring 
Osama Bin Laden to 
justice by the end of 
this year. 

Lieutenant-General 
David Barno said 
dealing with Bin Laden 
and ex-Taleban leader 
Mullah Omar was a top 
priority. 

"The sands in the 
hourglass of all of the 
al-Qaeda senior 

leadership is running 
out," said General 
Barno. 

He was speaking as 
Afghan interim 

President Hamid Karzai 
signed the country's 
new constitution into 
law. 

General Barno 

commands about 

11,000 mostly American 
troops in Afghanistan 
whose focus is 
combating al-Qaeda and 
members of the Taleban 
still operating in the 
south and east of the 



country. - 

In an exclusive 
interview with the BBC, 
he said the problem of 
Bin Laden and Mullah 
Mohammad Omar would 
be resolved this year. 

"You • can be assured 
that we’re putting a 
renewed emphasis on 
closing this out and 
bringing these two 
individuals to justice, as 
well as the other senior 
leadership of that 
organisation. 

"They represent a threat 
to the entire world and 
they need to be 
destroyed." 

At least 500 people are 
estimated to have been 
killed in the past six 
months or so of fighting 
in Afghanistan. 


There are continuing 
fears this insecurity will 
disrupt this summer's 
planned elections - polls 
that are supposed to 
follow today's adoption 
of the new constitution. 

General Barno said he 
could provide the 
necessary security but 
criticised the United 
Nations for its planning 
of the elections. 

He also signalled a more 
aggressive approach by 
US and coalition forces 
in tackling the drugs 
trade, which many now 
regard as one of the 
most significant threats 
to Afghanistan's 

transition to democracy. 

Mr Karzai signed the 
country's new 

constitution in a 
ceremony on Monday at 
the foreign ministry in 
Kabul. 

The document was 
agreed earlier this 
month at a grand 
assembly, or loya jirga, 
of regional 

representatives. 
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Canadian Soldier Killed in Kabul “MU™**5? 


Jan 27--At least two people 
including a Canadian 
peacekeeper have been 
killed in the Afghan capital. 
Kabul, in a suicide bomb 
attack. 

The suicide bomber has 
died as well and several 
others have teen injured. 

Officials say the explosion 
took place at 0825 local 
time (0355 GMT) when the 
soldiers were on patrol. 
Canadian peacekeepers and 


Afghan soldiers have now 
scaled off the area and the 
injured have been taken to 
hospital. 

The BBC's Andrew North, 
who is at the scene of the 
attack, says two damaged 
jeeps are still b> the road. 

The base for the Canadian 
peacekeepers is a short 
distance away from the 
scene. In October, two 
Canadian soldiers died in a 
landmine explosion in 


Kabul and four others died 
earlier last year when they 
were bombed by mistake b\ 
a US fighter jet near 
Kandahar 

Nato took control of Isaf in 
August and is considering 
expanding it to areas 
outside the capital 

Canadian soldiers make up 
the largest contingent of the 
peacekeeping force, having 
sent nearly 2.000 troops last 
August. 


PaUsian Arrests Taliban Gowraor 


Jan 26— Police in 
Pakistan have arrested a 
former Afghan provincial 
chief and ally of Taleban 
leader Mullah 

Mohammad Omar 

Maulvi Abdul Mannan 
Khawajazai, ex-governor 
of the western Badghis 
region, was captured near 
the Afghan border 

Afghan officials 

welcomed the arrest, 
saying Mr Khawajazai 
was connected to 
continuing violence in 
Afghanistan even if he 
had no direct links to 


terrorism. It was not clear 
if Mr Khawajazai would 
be handed over to the 
US, like other Taleban 
members caught by 
Pakistan. A Pakistani 
intelligence source 

quoted by the Reuters 
news agency said Mr 
Khawajazai ran the 
finances of the Taleban 
regime, which was 
overthrown in a US-led 
invasion after the 11 
September 2001 attacks. 

Officials said he was also 
a close aide of Mullah 
Omar, who remains on 
the run and is one of the 


US' most-wanted men, 
along with Osama Bin 
Laden who ran al-Qaeda 
from Afghanistan. 

Colonel Basit of 
Pakistan's border security 
forces said Mr 
Khawajazai was captured 
by police and intelligence 
officers near the south¬ 
western town of Chanian 

He was being held in an 
unspecified location. 

Afghan authorities 

praised Pakistan for the 
arrest and said they might 
seek Mr Khawajazai's 
extradition. 


entering the toughest 48 
hours of his premiership 
as MPs prepare to vote 
on university top-up fees 
and publication of the 
Hutton report nears. 

The prime minister spoke 
to Labour MPs on 
Monday and. it was 
claimed, won over some 
waverers for the fees 


However, further 

concessions have been 
ruled out and Downing 
Street said the numbers 
were still "too close to 
call" 



Hours 


beforehand 


ministers get their copies 
of the Hutton report into 
the death of scientist Dr 
David Kelly Other 
interested parties 
including BBC 

executives. Today 

correspondent Andrew 
Gilligan and Dr Kelly's 
family - w'ill also receive 
the report at lunchtime, 
although it will be 
another 24 hours before 


the contents are made 
public. 

Lunchtime on Tuesday 
also marks the start of 
Commons debate on the 
government's tuition fees 
plan, with the crucial 
vote of MPs due at 
around 1900 GMT. 

Ministers' efforts to 
secure a Labour majority 
will continue to the last 
minute, with Mr Blair 
following up around one- 
and-a-half hours of talks 
with potential rebels in 
his Commons office on 
Monday with further 
talks. The result is still 
unpredictable, despite the 
government's 161 

Commons majority. 


and Liberal Democrats 
plan to oppose the Higher 
Education Bill, which 
would allow universities 
to charge students 
£3,000-a-year, payable 
when they earn £15,000. 

However, following Mr 
Blair's campaign of 
persuasion. Education 
Secretary Charles Clarke 
said he was "confident" 
about the vote. 

"The prime minister 
always has an effect 
when he speaks to 
people," he said. "He is 
one of the most articulate 
arguers there is. 

• 

"I have spoken to people, 
my colleagues have been 
speaking to people. 

"And today people have 
been moving from that 
undecided category to 
say they wall support us - 
whether enough we shall 
see, but 1 am confident." 


Rocket strike on US HQ in Baghdad Ousting Saddam'No Cause for War 1 


Jan 26--Several | 

explosions have been 
heard in central 
Baghdad, near 

coalition headquarters 
in the Iraqi capital. 

The attack followed 
the killing of seven 
Iraqi policemen by 
gunmen in two 
separate shootings 
near Ramadi, west of 
Baghdad, on Sunday. 

US forces are now 
holding a top al- 
Qaeda operative 
captured in Iraq at 
the weekend, 

President George 
Bush said. 

"There’s one less 
enemy to worry about 
with the capture of 
Hassan Ghul," Mr 
Bush said. 

Coalition officials said 
a rocket landed on 
Monday in the US- 
controlled area of 
Baghdad known as 
the "green zone". 
They said it struck an 
open parking area 



and there were no 
casualties or damage 
to buildings. 

It remains to be 
confirmed that there 
was only one rocket. 

"Take cover, take 
cover," said a warning 
message played over 
loudspeakers in the 
zone after the blast. 

The "green zone" has 
come under attack 
regularly since it was 
established last 

spring. 

The latest attack 
came eight days after 
a suicide car bombing 
left at least 20 people 
dead and 60 injured 
at US headquarters in 
Baghdad. 


A United Nations 
team is investigating 
the possibility of 
bringing international 
staff back to Iraq. 

The UN pulled out 
following an attack on 
its headquarters in 
August 2003 that 
killed almost two 
dozen people, 

including special 
representative Sergio 
Vieira de Mello. 

According to President 
Bush, Hassan Ghul 
reported directly to 
senior al-Qaeda 

operative Khalid 
Shaikh Mohammed, 
who is now in US 
custody overseas. 

The Iraqi government 
minister in charge of 
internal security, 
Nouri Badran, on 
Monday blamed al- 
Qaeda for some of the 
attacks in Iraq, 
especially suicide car 
bombings. "There is a 
presence of al-Qaeda 
in this country," he 
said. 


Jan 26—A leading human 
rights group has said the US 
and UK are wrong to use 
the toppling of a brutal 
regime in Baghdad to 
justify, going to war against 
Iraq 

The group. Human Rights 
Watch asked why George 
Bush and Tony Blair did 
not try remove Saddam 
Hussein much earlier. 

Its report comes as the 
former US chief weapons 
inspector questioned the 
CIA's assessment of the 
threat from Iraq 

Tony Blair is also under 
pressure. awaiting the 
findings of an inquiry into 
the death of a UK weapons 
expert. 

Mr Blair and Mr Bush have 
come under increasing 
pressure from critics of the 
war over their failure to 
produce convincing 

ev idence that Saddam 
Hussein possessed banned 
weapons of mass 
destruction. 

In its annual World Report, 
the New York-based 
Human Rights Watch also 
said: 

• Human rights are 
deteriorating in 



Afghanistan due to a 
reliance by US-led 
forces on warlords to 
defeat Taleban and al- 
Qaeda fighters 
• The Bush 

administration uses 
threats to national 
security to justify 

putting executive 
action in the United 
States above the law 
• Russian authorities 
justify the war in 
Chechnya as their 

contribution to the war 
on terror. while 
European and other 

governments ignore 
appalling human rights 
abuses there 

• There was a "moment 
of hope" in Africa with 
African leaders trying 
to stop regional wars 
and the associated 
abuses, through bodies 
like the African Union 

Human Rights Watch said 
Mr Bush and Mr Blair 
should not try to justify- the 
war retrospectively as an 
effort to save human life. 


"Only mass slaughter might 
permit the deliberate taking 
of life in using military 
force for humanitarian 
purposes." it said. 

"Brutal as Saddam 
Hussein’s reign had been, 
the scope of the Iraq 
Government's killing in 
March 2003. was not of the 
exceptional and dire 
magnitude that would 
justify humanitarian 

intervention. 

"The Bush administration 
cannot justify the war in 
Iraq as a humanitarian 
intervention, and neither 
can Tony Blair." 

In a US radio interview on 
Monday, the former chief 
US weapons inspector 
David Kay cast Anther 
doubt on the existence in 
Iraq of banned weapons of 
mass destruction 

Mr Kay said lie thought the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) owed Mr Bush an 
explanation for warnings 
about the threat Iraq posed. 

The issue is also stalking 
Mr Blair, whose political 
future depends on the 
findings of a report to be 
released on Wednesday 
which will examine claims 
he exaggerated the threat 
from Iraq 
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